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Let's Have a Go

If you say mistletoe to an Englishman he will think of
Christmas. I have never seen this plant in Japan and recently
it has become rare in England too.

Before England was converted to Christianity there lived
the Celts. In their society there was a mysterious person
called a druid who fulfilled the roles of priest, foreteller,
poet, judge and sorcerer. The druids treated mistletoe as a
medicinal herb and as a sacred object. Mistletoe is a parasitic
plant and when they took a sprig of mistletoe from the oak
tree there was a certain rule whereby they would cut it with

a golden sickle and catch it in a piece of white cloth before

it hit the ground.
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