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Let’ s Have a Go

Recently in the British general election the Labour party came
to power again after eighteen years. The name of the new prime
minister is Tony Blair and recently he made an epoch-making

statement concerning Northern Ireland.

About 150 years ago a potato famine broke out in Ireland. One
million people died and many fled to America. At the time the Brit-
ish government stood by and did nothing. Of course the English
made enemies of the Irish over this but the London government
has never formally apologisedfor this incident. However only re-
cently Tony Blair said, “the London politicians at the time failed
their people. "

In contrast to the Conservative party, their handling of North-
ern Ireland has become more flexible. Having just come to power it
is natural that Blair should make inviting statements. The English

people are waiting for the action which follows words.
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