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Let' s Have a Go

week, each with their own meaning.

ary affairs.

Thor.

culture.

terms.

The various peoples of the world have given names to the days of the

Unlike Japanese you can not understand the English at a glance.
I would like to explain the meanings behind those names.

Let' s start with Sunday and Monday.

The meanings of these two days is the same in both English and Japanese.

The prefixes Sun and Mon originally mean the sun and the moon.

The Tues of Tuesday was formerly written as Tiw.

The Germanic people of northern Europe believed in various gods, like the
Romans, and one of these was Tiw, the god of war.

Wednesday was originally Wodensday.

Woden was the ancient Scandinavian god of knowledge, culture and milit-

The Thur of Thursday stands for the Scandinavian god of lightning called
The Fri prefix of Friday means the wife of Woden, the god of Wednesday.
Saturday refers to the ancient Roman god named Saturn.

There is no definite proof but it is thought that Saturn is the god of agri-

The names of the days of the week in English were made in this way.
It is interesting as there are similarities and differences to the Japanese
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